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Satechi Bluetooth Keyboard for Mac 
 

I was looking for a replacement keyboard for my iMac that would also work on my other Apple 

devices like my iPad.  I come across the Satechi X3 Bluetooth Keyboard.  This is a fullsize 

keyboard with the 10 key number pad. This keyboard comes in space grey which matches my 

iMac.  Now to be honest this is not my first Satechi keyboard.  I had a Satechi gaming keyboard 

in the past that is still operating today.  I have long since past that on to my son who is still using 

it. 

 

Thanks for watching my videos.  Please consider subscribing to the channel, clicking the 

notification bell so you are notified of new content and leave me a comment down below.  

Presently 98% of my viewers are not subscribers. Now, let’s dive into today’s episode. 

 

I have been using the Satechi Slim X3 keyboard full time for the last few weeks and it has 

proven to be a solid companion for my iMac and iPad.   Let’s start this review by going over the 

specifications. 

 

Specifications 
 

The Satechi Slim X3 keyboard is space gey in color with black keys.  It has the Apple-centric 

shortcut keys on the keyboard.  This keyboard allows you to connect up to three Bluetooth 

devices to it like the Logitech MX Keys Keyboard which this is replacing.  The keyboard comes 

with Bluetooth 5.0, has backlit keys with 10 levels of brightness.  So you should be able to find a 

level of brightness that works for you.   

 

The keys travel distance is 1.2+_0.2mm.  It has a USB-C charging port and also works as a hard-

wired connectivity if needed.  In the box is a USB-C charging cable, and keyboard.  It also 

includes riser feet. 

 

Price 
This keyboard costs $69.99 on Amazon and is currently $20 lower than the Logitech MX Keys. 

Although the Satechi keyboard does not work on other devices like Windows, and Linus. It is 

still a great value. 

 

Typing Experience 
 

I normally type on Logitech MX Keys and the Logitech G910 Keyboards.  However, due to the 

difficulty that I have experienced with the Logitech MX Keys I decided to try my hand at the 
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Satechi Slim X3 keyboard.  It types similar to Apple’s Magic Keyboard and didn’t take long to 

adjust to the new keyboard. 

 

However, the Satechi Slim X3 is not a one for one Magic Keyboard clone.  As the function keys 

at the top of the keyboard are smaller to accommodate the slightly larger primary keys.  The Slim 

X3 is also a little wider than the Magic Keyboard with slightly larger bezels. 

 

I love the look of the space gray anodized aluminum paired with the black keycaps.  However, I 

quickly remembered how much black keys show fingerprints, grease, and dust.  Using the Slim 

X3 made me appreciate the relative low maintenance white keycaps found on Apple’s Magic 

Keyboard. 

 

Typing Experience 
 

The biggest difference between the Slim X3 and the Magic Keyboard is the way the keys feel 

when pressed.  The Slim X1 feels noticeable softer in nature whereas the Magic Keyboard has a 

tack-sharp feedback of the keys. 

 

Shortcut Keys 
 

The Slim X3, like the Magic keyboard and other Apple-centric third-party offerings, includes 

shortcut keys that are specific to the macOS and iPadOS.  For instance, there are shortcuts for 

adjusting the display brightness, invoking Spotlight search, Command-Tab interface and 

transport controls for interfacing with music playback.   

 

Backlit keys 
 

A big benefit to the Satechi Slim X3 is its backlit keys.  This feature is still not available on 

Apple’s wireless Bluetooth keyboards. However, the unit does not have an ambient light sensor 

for automatic backlight brightness adjustment.  This feature is available on the new M1 

MacBooks, and third-party offerings like the Logitech MX Keys, but the backlight’s 10 levels of 

brightness can be controlled directly via two buttons in the keyboard’s shortcut row. 

 

Highest settings Use More Power 
 

When using at the higher brightness levels, the backlighting tends to bleed around the edges of 

the keys which makes the keyboard look unkep when compared to the backlit keyboards found 

on Apple’s latest MacBooks.  It is a shame that Apple does not offier its own first-party 

keyboard with modern conveniences.   

 

Automatically turns itself off when not in use 
 

Now you must remember that the higher the backlight is on the keyboard the bigger the draw on 

the keyboard battery. However, the backlight will decrease to Level 1 if no keys have been 

pressed for 60 seconds.  After three minutes of inactivity, the backlight will turn itself off in 



 

 

 

 

order to preserve battery life.  After 30 minuites of inactivity the keyboard will enter sleep mode.  

When the keyboard battery gets below 15% of power remaining the backlight will turn off in 

order to conserve power. 

 

Power Indicator 
 

You can find the power indicator above the Eject Key which will flash green when the keyboard 

has a low battery level.  Recharging the Slim X1 with the included USB-C connection will only 

take about 3 hours.  Once the keyboard is fully charged, the red charging light with change color 

to green.  According to Satechi the total standby time is 13 days and the total working time is 45 

hours of usage.  Remember that your experience may vary depending on how heavily you have 

used the device and what brightness level of backlighting you are using.  I have used the 

keyboard for a few weeks with the lighting turned to Level 1 and only just charged it. 

 

Multiple Device Support 
 

The best thing about the Satech Slim X3 when compared to Apple’s Magic Keyboard, is the 

ability to quickly switch between three devices.  This is a must feature for someone who uses 

iPads, and iMac continually throughout the day.  The convenience factor is HUGE! This is a 

great keyboard for the iPad Pro and iPad Air if you haven’t already settled on the Magic 

Keyboard for iPad.   

 

Pairing Mode 
 

To pair the keyboard with the Apple device requires one long press of one of the three Bluetooth 

buttons along with the Function Key.  Onced paired with your devices, it is just a matter of 

pressing the Bluetooth button + Function key combo to quickly switch between a Mac, iPad, 

iPhone, etc.   

 

One of the biggest reasons to buy this keyboard over Apples own Magic Keyboard is the 

backlight capabilities and the ability to easily change devices quickly.   When is Apple going to 

update it’s keyboard to the 20th century? 

 

More Information 
 

The keyboard comes with a USB-C charging cable for recharging the Slim X3’s internal battery.  

The USB-C cable or any other USB-C cable for that matter can be used to put the keyboard into 

wired mode so that you can connect directly without using Bluetooth.  Wired mode is enabled 

automateically when a USB-C cable is connected, but you can toggle between the Bluetooth and 

wired modes by pressing one of the Bluetooth keys or the Eject key combined with the Function 

key to switch back to wired mode. 

 

Integrated feet? 
 



 

 

 

 

Now both the Apple Magic Keyboard and the Satechi Slim X3 Bluetooth keyboard does not 

come with integrated feet on the bottom to raise the typing angle.  However, Satechi did include 

an optional rubber riser feet that are mounted via 3M adhesive, for those wanting the higher 

angle.  It is not the best looking solution and it not as flexible as integrated feet but it does work. 

 

Summary 
 

I really wish Apple would upgrad the Magic Keybard with more modern features.  Products like 

the Slim X3 show just how a good a first-party Apple keyboard could be if updated with modern 

conveniences. 

 

At any rate, the Slim X3 is a solid Magic Keyboard alternative for users that want a product 

that’s very similar to what Apple offers, yet is available with conveniences like backlit keys, 

USB-C charging, and multi-device connectivity.  With a great battery life and a solid aluminum 

design it is hard to go wrong  with the Slim X3.  Especially when considering that it is $30 

cheaper than the Magic Keyboard. 

 

Support our YouTube Channel: 

One-Time Support:  http://bit.ly/2lYw4ZI 

Subscribe for more: https://bit.ly/NancybSubscribe 

 

Check out our Podcast!  It is excellent when you are on the go. 

• iTunes- https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/federal-contracting-made-easys-

podcast/id1378086795?mt=2 

• Google Play – http://federalcontractingmadeeasy.libsyn.com/gpm 

• iHeart Radio - https://www.iheart.com/podcast/269-federal-contracting-29429896/ 

• Spotify - https://federalcontractingmadeeasy.libsyn.com/spotify 

• Web Browser: https://www.byerlyenterprises.com/blog 

 

Social Media: 

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/byerlyEnterprises 

Instagram – NancyByerly801 

Twitter – @byerly_nancy 

LinkedIn – Nancy Byerly 

Blog 

https://www.byerlyenterprises.com/kizzy-dominguez-government-contractor-shares-

govt-contracting-tips 

 

Business Related Contact Information 

Business Inquiries – Nancy@ByerlyEnterprises.com 

 

 

#business #smallbusiness #entrepreneur  

 

Thanks for watching!!! 
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